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1 . It is to be noted that though the JP-56099835 reference has been supplied to the Office, it 
is however that the applicants have failed to cite this reference in a PTO-1449 as required. This 
seems to be an apparent oversight by the applicants. Th$ Examiner has cited this reference in the 
attached PTO-892 to be made of record. No further action is required by the applicants. 

2. Claims 1-13 objected to because of the following informalities: 
At claim 1, line 6, "lest" should be changed to "least" for clarity. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

For examples: 

(1) claim 1, line 4, before "movement", "energized" should be properly inserted in order 
to provide proper antecedent basis for the same as specified at line 9; 

(2) claim 1, line 7, after "cargo", "container" should be properly inserted in order to 
provide proper antecedent basis for the same as specified at lines 1-2; 

(3) claim 1, line 8, the phrase "can be" as claimed shows no positive recitation and as 
such renders the claim indefinite. Suggestion: change "can be so" to "is"; 

(4) claim 4, line 1 , the phrase "at least one of the foregoing claims" as claimed is unclear 
in that the specific claims have not been identified; 

(5) claim 5, line 1, the phrase "at least one of the foregoing claims" as claimed is unclear 
in that the specific claims have not been identified. Further, claim 5 is considered indefinite 
since multiple dependent claim 5 depends from another multiple dependent claim (i.e., claim 4); 
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(6) claim 6 is considered indefinite in that claim 6 does not further limit claim 1; 

(7) claim 9, line 2, "the tarpaulin structure" shows no clear antecedent basis; 

(8) claim 11, line 2, "the tarpaulin container structure" shows no clear antecedent basis; 

and 

(9) claim 13 is indefinite since multiple dependent claim 13 depends from another 
multiple dependent claim (i.e., claim 12). Further, the phrase "or its equivalent" as claimed at 
claim 13, line 3 is considered indefinite since the metes and bounds cannot be established from 
this limitation. 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

5. Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10, and 12/10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated 
by Michimoto (JP-56099835). 

Michimoto discloses a visual back-confirming device by television camera for car as 
shown in the Figure and the same camera assembly for a commercial vehicle with a cargo 
container structure (see Figure), wherein the camera assembly (see 1-6 of Figure) comprises a 
camera (1 of Figure); a movement apparatus (2-5 of Figure); wherein by means of the movement 
apparatus, the camera, at least partially, is so displace from inside to outside through an opening 
in the cargo structure and/or the opening in the cargo container structure can be so made open, 
that the camera, by means of the energized movement apparatus, is enable to capture a definite 
field of vision in a rear behind the commercial vehicle (see 2-6 of Figure and "Constitution" 
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section of Abstract); the movement apparatus has a linear drive (i.e., camera support shaft is 
fitted to guide rail 6 to be able to slide back and forth, moving the camera back and forth 
linearly, see "Constitution" section of Abstract) and a rotary drive (i.e., gear 3 is engaged with a 
gear 4 fixed to the camera body, is provide to a rotary shaft of motor 2, see "Constitution" 
section of Abstract); the cargo container structure has a rigid rear side (see 10 of Figure); and the 
opening in the cargo container structure is a pivotal rear plate, which forms, with the rear side, an 
essentially closed surface and, in relation to this surface, is so moveable, that a definite field of 
view is made available in the rear area behind the commercial vehicle, and the movable rear 
plate is rotatable about an axis A, which is essentially normal to the longitudinal axis of the 
commercial vehicle (see 10, 11 of Figure). 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 4/1 , 4/2, 4/3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Michimoto as applied to claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10, and 12/10 in the above paragraph (5), and further in 
view of Hiroyuki (JP-03266740). 

Michimoto discloses substantially the same camera assembly for a commercial vehicle as 
above, but does not particularly that the movement apparatus is energized by means of a shifting 
of the commercial vehicle into a reverse gear as claimed in claims 4/1, 4/2, and 4/3. However, 
Hiroyuki discloses a rear view confirming camera loaded on the car as shown in the figure, and 
teaches the conventional activation of an opening portion 7 and camera 3 in the even the event 


Application/Control Number: 10/628,862 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

the vehicle is moving backwards (i.e., shifting of the vehicle into a reverse gear). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the Michimoto and Hiroyuki 
references in front of him/her and the general knowledge of the use of cameras within vehicles 
for rear vehicle viewings, would have had no difficulty in providing the energizing of a 
movement apparatus thereby moving and activating a camera in response to a shifting of a 
vehicle in a reverse gear as taught by Hiroyuki as part of the camera rear view system of 
Michimoto for the same well known viewing assistance to the driver when backing up a vehicle 
purposes as claimed. 

8. Claims 8, 9, 11, and 12/1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Michimoto as applied to claims 1-3,6, 7, 10, and 12/10 in the above paragraph (5), and further in 
view of Lechner (5,375,903). 

Michimoto discloses substantially the same camera assembly for a commercial vehicle as 
above, but does not particularly disclose that the cargo container structure is of tarpaulin frame 
construction, in which at least the rear side possesses a rear tarpaulin, the opening in the tarpaulin 
structure is a slot; the opening in the tarpaulin container structure is a pivotal rear plate, which, in 
the case of a rear wall tarpaulin which is release downward, forms with this tarpaulin and 
essentially closed surface, and the rear plate is so movable, that a defined field of view of the rear 
part of the commercial vehicle is made available, the movable rear plate is rotatable about an 
axis (A), which is essentially normal to the longitudinal axis of the commercial vehicle as 
claimed in claims 8, 9, 1 1 , and 12/11. However, Lechner disclose a device for reducing the 
aerodynamic resistance of a commercial vehicle, and teaches the conventional use of rear 
tarpaulins 12 of Figures 1 and 3 for sealing the rear of a vehicle as well as the capability to turn 
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the tarpaulin upward to unload the vehicle at the rear. It is hence considered obvious to use the 
tarpaulin frame construction in place of the lid 10 of Michimoto, as part of the rear pivotable 
assembly for the camera opening in the rear of the vehicle. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, having the Michimoto and Lechner references in front 
of him/her and the general knowledge of rear vehicle camera systems, would have had no 
difficulty in providing the rear tarpaulin frame construction of a vehicle as taught by Lechner in 
place of the lid 10 of Michimoto to thereby provide a tarpaulin frame construction cargo 
container structure, in which at least the rear side possesses a rear tarpaulin, the opening in the 
tarpaulin structure is a slot, the opening in the tarpaulin container structure being a pivotal rear 
plate, which, in the case of a rear wall tarpaulin which is release downward, forms with this 
tarpaulin and essentially closed surface, and the rear plate is so movable, that a defined field of 
view of the rear part of the commercial vehicle is made available, and the movable rear plate is 
rotatable about an axis (A), which is essentially normal to the longitudinal axis of the 
commercial vehicle for the same well known use of a tarpaulin frame construction for the rear of 
a vehicle for ease loading and unloading purposes as claimed. 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Pochmuller discloses a holding device and method for detecting a vehicle environment 
with at least one camera. 
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1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richard Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272-7333. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m, with 
alternate Fridays off. 



Richard Lee/rl /■ 


12/22/06 


